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occasionally need back-up support because thedrsigkve them grief. Finally, there is also an
adjacent farm project so food can get to the tgiok girls and their families to provide them an
alternative source of food rather than tradingsfex.
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PS. And | almost forgot to report on our visit wilarah Obama at Myang’Omiaiiny | grew up

calling my grandmother Oma, the German term fomgi Kogelo her village compound. Yes we
were late and yes we missed her deadline, so sidedeto wait about 20 minutes before she would
decide to see us. This gave us time to walk aroiake, pictures and get a sense of the place Barack
Obama described irDreams from My FatherHer small aqua-roofed house is set in a faatgé

fenced yard, with corn and squash growing in fidddkind and adjacent to her home. There is n@glas
in the windows but the house has a large cell phawer and satellite dish. Thanks to either ther&e
Service or the Kenyan government, she has readgado her grandson.

The first real family member we “meet” is a boyteb, completely naked and peeing against the wall
of a tool shed, he stares at us and runs awayer&8darge and healthy cows amble through the front
yard along with a selection of chickens and go&tsme entrepreneurial neighbor has set up a small
souvenir stand just outside the gate. The graveemofate husband and stepson (Barack senior, the
President's father) are located adjacent to theefen

Mrs. Obama emerges wearing a red
and black polka dot dress wrapped
in a traditional skirt and turban
strewn with red and yellow flowers,
and rubber sandals. She joins us
sitting under a large jacaranda tree.
She is lovely, teasing the younger
PATH staff members about their
family connections and being very
gracious to the American visitors.
She asks if we have any questions,
and here is my moment — “What
were your impressions of the
inauguration of your grandson as
President of the United States?

"It was too cold!” she replies.

One of our local PATH staff members says to me $Do know she is 87 years old? In this country
when you reach such a great age you are takemiagsg as a man!” Again we sign her guest book
and she tells us she wants to build a school anut ¢br her village. It sounds all quite familiand
Kenyan at this point.

Only as we are leaving does it hit me, we just R&@POTUS (i.e. first grandmother of the President of
the United States). Eight years ago you would Heeen making this call in Kennebunkport and
chances are pretty good Barbara Bush doesn’t welgost anyone who calls ahead, says they voted for
her son and are willing to sign her guest book@ntsider making a contribution for a new village

clinic.
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